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Collectio Diessensis

Title Collectio Diessensis
Key ?
Alternative title Sammlung der Handschrift von Diessen
Wikidata Item no. Q127692083
Century saec. VIII

European region of origin Southern Germany
Specific region of origin Bavaria/Salzburg?
Author Till Stiiber
Author Christof Rolker
No. of manuscripts one

The Collectio Diessensis is extant only in Miinchen, BSB, Clm 5508 (fragments of which are
now Miinchen, BSB, Clm 29550/4). In its present, albeit fragmentary form, the Collectio
Diessensis consists of 66 documents in total, primarily including synodal acts (Greek,
African, Roman and Gallican), papal letters (from Siricius to Hormisda) and a couple of
Symmachan documents, which originated with the Laurentian schism in Rome at the
beginning of the sixth century. The Diessensis, as we have it today, is only preserved
fragmentarily. In total, eight quires are lost, among them the first two of the manuscript.
Given that the documents are numbered continually, we can see how many of them are lost
(e.g. as the manuscript begins with number VI, the Canones Apostolorum, there are five
documents missing in the beginning).

In the only extant manuscript, the Collectio Diessensis (fols. 1r-130v) is followed by a partial
copy of the Collectio Frisingensis I (fols. 131r-213r). As noted by Landau p. 152, the extracts
from the Frisingensis only draw on texts not contained in the Collectio Diessensis, apparently
aiming to “supplement” that collection.
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The Collectio Diessensis closes with a colophon (fol. 130v) by the scribe, stating that the
collection was composed by drawing on “three books” (ex tribus libris):



EXPLICIVNT CANONES EX TRIBVS LIBRIS EDITAE, QVOD INCHOAVI KL APR
ET CONSVMMAVI IDVS SEPTB, IDEST DIEBVS CLXVI EBDOMATIB(VS) XXIIII.
LEGE LETANTER, INTELLEGE PRVDENT(ER), COMPLE EFFICACIT(ER).
LEGENTI VITA, POSSIDENTI PAX P(ER)PETVA, SCRIPTORI PRAEMIA
AETERNA. AMEN.

Given striking similarities to other collections, Maassen suggested that these three books had
to be copies of the Dionysiana, the Collectio Teatina and the Sanblasiana. While one of the
“three books* might indeed have been a copy of the Sanblasiana, recent studies by Stiiber,
following up on findings by Wurm, have shown that the materials from the Dionysiana
(canons from Chalcedon, Carthage and Canones Apostolorum) and the Teatina (mainly papal
letters) reached the Diessensis via an intermediary source, namely an early version of the
Collectio Remensis (having taken shape about 550 in South Eastern France; an eighth-century
version of the Collectio Remensis is extant in Berlin, Phill. 1743). The primitive version of the
Collectio Remensis did not only draw on the Dionysiana I/Il and the Teatina, but it also
contained forth-century Greek councils following the so-called Interpretatio Isidoriana
(antiqua), alongside a number of Gallican church councils. As the Diessensis also includes a
number of documents that are neither present in the Remensis nor the Sanblasiana (among
them are the synods of Agde, Vannes, Eauze, Paris 614 and Clichy), these documents are
probably taken from another source. Given that these texts include a letter by three bishops
from the ecclesiastical province of Tours, alongside a letter to the bishop of Angers (likewise
in the province of Tours), there is some likelihood that this exemplar took shape in that area.
The three exemplars used by the compiler of the Diessensis were then probably the following:

1. A copy of the Collectio Sanblasiana

2. A copy of an early version of the Collectio Remensis

3. A “chronologically” ordered collection from Gaul (perhaps from the area of Tours), no
longer extant

Date and place of composition

The most recent material are canons from Clichy 626 (MAASSEN, p. 631). Most scholars date
the formation of the Collectio Diessensis shortly after its youngest component, the collection
would then have been assembled in the first half of the seventh century (Gaudemet, p. 148
and Landau, p. 152). However, as some documents seem to have been collated with a
Dionysio-Hadriana, the collection is probably much younger than the documents contained
therein. Given that the scribe of the colophon claims to have assembled the collection and
written the manuscript all by himself, there is good reason to suppose that the codex unicus
Miinchen, BSB, Clm 5508 is in fact the archetype of the Collectio Diessensis. This is
supported by the observation of Bernhard Bischoff, who showed that the part of Munich 5508
containing the Collectio Diessensis was indeed written by a single scribe. If this hypothesis is
correct, the Collectio Diessensis took shape in Salzburg at the end of the eighth century,
during the pontificate of Arn, who, being likewise abbot of Saint-Amand in Northern France,
had access to a fairly large number of canon law books.
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